The following information, from the Michigan Department of Environment Quality, also applies to the
Watsonville wetlands.

The following benefits [are] provided by wetlands:

e Flood and storm control by the hydrologic absorption and storage capacity of wetlands.

+ Wildlife habitat by providing breeding, nesting, and feeding grounds and cover for many
forms of wildlife, waterfowl, including migratory waterfowl, and rare, threatened, or
endangered wildlife species.

e Protection of subsurface water resources and provision of valuable watersheds and
recharging ground water supplies.
Pollution treatment by serving as a biological and chemical oxidation basin.
Erosion control by serving as a sedimentation area and filtering basin, absorbing silt and
organic matter.

e Sources of nutrients in water food cycles and nursery grounds and sanctuaries for fish.

More information, from the EPA:

EPA Home - Water - Wetlands, Oceans, and Watersheds = Wetlands Program



http://www.michigan.gov/deq/0,1607,7-135-3313_3687-24314--,00.html
http://www.epa.gov/
http://www.epa.gov/water
http://www.epa.gov/owow
http://www.epa.gov/owow/wetlands/

