
Watsonville Wetlands Watch Welcomes New 
Wetland Stewards!  

Each year before school starts, new interns meet 
to prepare for their role as Wetland Stewards. This 
training gives the interns a background in the plants 
and animals of the Watsonville Sloughs and prepares 
them to be wetlands mentors for elementary students. 
This year’s week-long training began with a tour of 
the Watsonville Slough System. The interns got an 
up-close look at the sloughs near their high school as 
well as the Last Mile of Watsonville Slough, where 
the slough system meets the Pajaro River.  They 
also visited and learned about Watsonville Wetlands 
Watch restoration projects in the area. Later in the 
week, the interns had a memorable day of birding on 
the trails near the Wetlands of Watsonville Nature 

Center.  Some of the species observed were Sharp Shinned Hawk, Green Heron, Night Heron, and the 
elusive Sora.  They finished the week participating in plant propagation and restoration.  We wish to 
extend a hearty welcome the new Wetland Stewards Interns!

Sign Up Now for 2012 Docent Training Program! 

With the critical help of trained volunteer docents, the Watsonville 
Wetlands Watch provided wetland field trips for over 1200 local stu-
dents in 2011. You too can become a member of our top-notch Docent 
Team by attending the 2012 Docent Training Program, starting on 
January 25. Docent Training is fun and interesting, with local experts 
providing an inside look at the wetlands of Watsonville, including the 
ecology, history and restoration of the wetlands. This 7-week program 
includes Wednesday evening presentations and Saturday morning field 
trips.  

New docents will be prepared to assist with field trips and lead 
walks.  Docents also have the opportunity to help with community 
events, work in the library or greenhouse at the Fitz Wetlands Educa-

tion Resource Center, work on special projects, and participate in wetlands restoration.  There is a need 
for bilingual (Spanish/English) docents, but being bilingual is not requirement.

Please contact the Volunteer Coordinator, Kathy Fieberling, at 831-345-1226 or email kathyfieb@
yahoo.com for details and to enroll.  Visit www.watsonvillewetlandswatch.org for more information.
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Field Trips, Field Trips!

Watsonville Wetlands Watch was very busy 
with field trips in the fall!  As of November 1 we 
had already completed 24 field trips with 630 
elementary and high school students.  We worked 
with Mintie White, Amesti, Valencia and Ann 
Soldo elementary schools as well as Pajaro Valley 
High School.  

All of the elementary students attended the 
Intro to the Wetlands field trips to learn about the 
birds, plants, water, and wildlife of the Watson-
ville Slough System.  

Ann Soldo and Mintie White fourth graders 
visited Watsonville Slough behind Ramsay Park 
to collect aquatic invertebrates to test the health of 
the wetlands. 

All Pajaro Valley High School freshmen from 
the Integrated Science classes visited the wetlands 
near their school to collect, identify and count 
aquatic invertebrates in order to learn about biodi-
versity  and what it indicates about water quality.  

These field trips truly help foster an apprecia-
tion for the Watson-
ville wetlands by 
giving students an 
engaging, hands-on 
experience in a natu-
ral wetlands setting.  
We could not have 
done this without the 
support of our dedi-
cated docents and our 
Wetland Stewards 
interns, thank you!

PVHS freshmen collecting aquatic invertebrates

One Quarter Down 
By Wetland Steward High 
School Intern Samantha Patino

May of 2011, I applied 
to become a Wetland 
Steward intern for my 
approaching senior year. 
I really wasn’t confident 
that I’d get the internship. 
I remember the day that 
I decided I hadn’t got-
ten the interview turned 
out to be the very day I 
got the phone call. I came in for an interview, and 
remember thinking as I left “I sooo didn’t get it.” 
Despite my negativity, I was wrong. 

A week before school started I went in for a 
week-long training. A lot was jam packed into that 
week, I learned about inquiry, plants, animals, and 
also got to meet my new co-workers. 

I started working at Ann Soldo elementary ev-
ery Wednesday, along with 2 other interns.  It was 
harder than I thought the first day.  Kids didn’t 
listen just because you asked them to.  However, 
that look on their face when they find what you 
are teaching them interesting is amazing.  I felt as 
though everything Adrienne was teaching me was 
sinking into their minds.  Everything I cared about 
was something they were starting to care about. 

Throughout this quarter I feel like I grew as 
a person. I have more patience not only for my 
students, but for people in general.  I learned 
how to read the kids better, and what discipline 
techniques worked more effectively.  I was also 
fortunate to have the company of my amazing co-
workers.  Each of them made the quarter not only 
a great working environment, they made it fun.

Students collecting seeds from native plants 
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Wetland Stewards Attend the "Oceans Need 
Everyone" Teen Summit

On November 12, teens from all over Califor-
nia came together for an Oceans Need Everyone 
(ONE) Teen Summit at the Monterey Bay Aquari-
um. The summit was organized so that teens inter-
ested in ocean and watershed conservation could 
network and exchange ideas. Teen groups invited 
to the summit included our Wetland Stewards, stu-
dents from the Aquarium’s W.A.T.C.H. (Watson-
ville Area Teens Conserving Habitats) program, 
science clubs, and environmental clubs. The event 
included workshops, student presentations, infor-
mation tables, a keynote speaker, and dessert! 

The Watsonville Wetlands Watch had an infor-
mation table for local teens to learn about wetland 
conservation and how to get involved. Wetland 
Steward Kenneth Batin said, "When I attended the 
Teen Summit at the Monterey Bay Aquarium, I 
didn't expect to see so many others with the same 
passion for making a difference. When I was at 
the Watsonville Wetlands Watch's booth, I was 
overwhelmed to see so many students visiting our 
booth." 

The keynote speaker was Sarah Bayles, au-
thor of the blog “The Daily Ocean” that follows 
her 365 day clean-up of her local beach. Each 
day Sarah picks up trash for 20 minutes and has 
collected 914 pounds of trash to date! The Teen 
Summit was inspiring to the young attendees, and 
also to us because it showed how teens are getting 
involved in watershed education and restoration in 
California.

Student Projects Begin Fall Restoration Work
 

In September, the work of WWW 
Restoration staff kicked into high gear 
getting ready for fall, which is always 
a busy season for restoration projects 
in the sloughs. In honor of September 
11th, 25 Monterey Bay Academy stu-
dents spent a full day with the Watch, 
working to restore the protected open 
space areas around Pajaro Valley High 
School and removing invasive plants 
along the Last Mile of Watsonville 
Slough. Our job training program also 
began. We have a great group of 11 
students working in our nursery and 

restoring wetlands throughout the sloughs while earning minimum wage through a partnership program 
with the Santa Cruz County Office of Education. We’re excited to support them in gaining new skills 
and work experience for the benefit of the sloughs. 

Wetland Steward and ONE Teen Summit 
attendee Kenneth Batin
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mowing and eventually grazing.  
Coastal Prairie habitat in California and 

throughout the United States has been declining 
rapidly, giving way to agriculture and develop-
ment. Healthy upland grasslands play a vital func-
tion, harboring many insect and prey species for 
larger predatory animals such as hawks, golden 
eagles, and coyotes. They are also an important 
breeding and nesting habitat for ground nest-

ing birds such 
as mallards and 
western meadow-
larks. Here on the 
ESHA grasslands 
you will be able 
to see coyotes, 
snakes, white-
tailed kites, 
voles, ground 
squirrels, red-
tailed hawks and 
even burrowing 
owls!  

Burrowing 
owls have been 
using the ESHA 
grasslands for 

the last several years as a wintering ground before 
migrating to breed in the early spring. The bur-
rowing owls often use abandoned ground squirrel 
holes as homes and hunt from dusk until dawn 
for insects, rodents, and amphibians. Visiting the 
ESHA grasslands, you are very likely to see these 
little owls perched on the ground by their burrow 
as they are often active in the daytime.  Due to 
loss of habitat, the owls are no longer known to 
breed in the area. Working with an Eagle Scout 
this past year, we installed two burrowing owl 
nest boxes on the ESHAs in the hopes of encour-
aging the owls to return to the area to breed. 

Coastal Prairie Restored at Pajaro Valley High 
School

The grasslands adjacent to Pajaro Valley High 
School, called the ESHAs (Environmentally Sen-
sitive Habitat Areas), are the site of a Watsonville 
Wetlands Watch’s coastal prairie seeding project. 
This project will broadcast the seeds of local 
grasses and wildflowers onto prepared areas in 
the grasslands. Over time the Watch will be able 
to measure the success of various management 
strategies by seeing how different species thrive 
in different soil 
types. By increas-
ing the presence 
of these core 
native plants, 
we hope to be 
able to begin the 
establishment of 
a healthy, diverse 
grassland ecosys-
tem that is home 
to a wide range of 
plant and animal 
species.

Watsonville 
Wetlands Watch 
has been grow-
ing native plants 
in a native plant seed farm for the 18 months. The 
seeds of these plants have been harvested and will 
be used for restoration of coastal prairie habitats 
in the slough areas around Watsonville. This year 
we were able to harvest close to 100 pounds of 
native plant seed! The plants included Purple 
needlegrass, California brome, Blue wild rye, 
Meadow barley, California oatgrass, California 
poppies, California buttercup, Soap plant, Com-
mon yarrow, and more. These perennial species 
were chosen to begin the gradual establishment 
of native grassland species while allowing us to 
manage for the mostly annual non-natives through 
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Wetland Birds Highlighted on Website
The comprehensive “Birds of the Watsonville Wetlands” 

checklist was created in 2010 by local birding expert Nanci 
Adams and the Watch’s Educational Programs Director Noelle 
Antolin.  The checklist has proven to be an invaluable tool for 
birders and educators.  Recently, Watsonville Wetlands Watch 
volunteer webmaster Steve Zaslaw has brought the check-
list to life on the Watch’s website by publishing photographs 
and links to information about each bird. According to Nanci 
Adams, “Steve went to a tremendous amount of work to get all 
of the photos together, and we’re very fortunate to have some-
one so dedicated.  It’s an excellent reference tool for anyone 
interested in our wetlands birds."  Be sure to spend some time 
browsing through these beautiful birds of the wetlands on 
www.watsonvillewetlandswatch.org. Thank you, Steve!

In 2010 the Watch launched a project to in-
volve local bird watchers in long-term tracking of 
bird populations in the Watsonville Slough sys-
tem.

Debbie Diersch, a volunteer with Watsonville 
Wetlands Watch, joined a group of birding experts 
on a September bird count in a small area along 
Watsonville Slough. Debbie stated: “Within just 
a few hours we counted over 39 different species 
of birds. The most exciting bird for me was the 
Horned Lark - it was my first sighting ever of this 
bird.

Steve Gerow, one of the birding experts on the 
count stated that “The Watsonville Slough System 
provides extremely important habitat for a variety 
of birds, including wetland species, as well as land 

birds that use the adjacent riparian, grassland, and 
other habitats. This program of regular seasonal 
censuses will help clarify the current status of the 

Local Birders Track Changes in Our Wetlands

Local birding experts participated in the most recent bird 
count

various bird species throughout the year, and will 
provide important data to help track any changes 
in bird populations and usage of the habitats over 
time.”

The original project kicked off in September, 
2010 with 10 local experts visiting 10 sites around 
the sloughs and wetlands. The 800-acre proj-
ect area includes the Watsonville, Struve, West 
Struve, Harkins, Gallighan and Hanson Sloughs, 
adjacent marshlands, and the Pajaro River Estu-
ary. The data collected by the citizen scientists is 
logged to an online database to help track diver-
sity and growth of species. This long-term data 
is used by researchers and graduate students to 
identify trends and track progress of restoration 
efforts.

Northern Harrier

Horned Lark
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On Thursday, March 22, from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m., 
the Watch is hosting popular educator and biologist 
Bruce Elliott, who will talk about an “American 
Original” – the rattlesnake. Hear the myths and 
learn the facts!  Often maligned, rattlesnakes are 
a fascinating group of reptiles found only in the 
New World.  Enhanced with amazing adaptations, 
28 species are inhabitants of every temperate and 
tropical zone of the Americas.  At the Fitz Edu-
cational Resource Center, at the top of the Pajaro 
Valley High School campus, 500 Harkins Slough 
Road, Watsonville.  Admission is free but you must 
reserve a seat by contacting Kathy Fieberling at 
831-345-1226 or kathyfieb@yahoo.com.

© 2006 Brad Moon

Upcoming Presentation – 
Rattlesnakes: America’s Unique Reptiles

Linda Yamane Captivates Audience 

During the Watch’s July Speaker Series event, 
Ohlone basketweaver, singer, writer and storytell-
er Linda Yamane shared traditional basketweav-
ing techniques, song and stories. In the first half 
of the program, Linda talked about the gather-
ing, processing, and drying techniques needed 
to prepare native wetlands plants like sedge, 
bulrush, willow and horsetail for basketweaving. 
She showed several of her beautiful baskets and 
described how to weave the various patterns. She 
discussed the journeys she has taken, as far away 
as Paris, to view and study early Ohlone baskets 
in museum collections so that she can replicate 
these traditional techniques. After the break, Linda 
told a story and sang several songs, discussing the 
origins of each. Linda’s passion for restoring and 
keeping her culture alive is quite inspiring, and 
the audience walked away feeling that they had 
been a part of something quite special.

Photo by Vivienne Orgel

Wetlands Watch Speaker Series:



Watsonville Wetlands Watch Selected by Good 
Times Community Fund!

In November the Good Times, in collaboration with 
the Community Foundation Santa Cruz County, featured 
Watsonville Wetlands Watch (WWW) in their Community 
Fund issue. We were recognized for our programs that 
make a significant impact on local youth. The goal was to 
raise awareness and support for our important programs 
during the holiday giving season.

In 2011, WWW (along with the Cultural Council of 
Santa Cruz County’s Mariposa Arts program, Youth Re-
sources Bank for Summer Youth Employment program, 
and Life Lab’s ‘Food What?” program) was honored to be one of the Good Times’ Community Fund 
recipients. The Good Times published an article about our youth programs in the Thanksgiving edition, 
and published ads encouraging readers to donate each week from Thanksgiving until early January. Do-
nors gave generously and we are thrilled to have “met the 1:1 match” from the David and Lucille Pack-
ard Foundation. We would like to thank our donors for your generous and continued support! 

However, we always need support for our educational and other programs and are encouraging addi-
tional donations.  Send your donation to WWW, P.O. Box 1239, Freedom, CA 95019. Contributions are 
tax-deductible in accordance with IRS rules for non-profit organizations. Your contributions are greatly 
appreciated!
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Northern Harrier


