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This is Athena, age 6. 
She has never heard of the 

Watsonville Wetlands Watch (WWW). She just 
knows that she loves birds, and the grassy, 

peaceful waters of her community. In high school 
Athena joined Wetland Stewards, an education 

program of the WWW, where she discovered her 
passion for teaching others about the natural world. 

This is Athena, age 22. 
Inspired by her experience as a Wetland Steward, 
she attended UCSC and earned a degree in marine 
biology. Now she resides in her hometown, serving 
our children and community as an environmental 
educator for the Monterey Bay Aquarium, and as an 
officer on the WWW Board of Directors. 

“Wetland Stewards provided me the space to be a naturalist and guide young minds in the space 
of the wetlands. Now, I focus on making sure that my students are provided that space to 
explore, to connect, to be.” -Athena Barrios, WWW Board of Directors 

 
 

 

Dear Friend of the Wetlands, 

Each year, in the classroom and in the field, the WWW brings the science and joy of the environment to 
thousands of local children. From kindergarten through high school, their knowledge and curiosity continue to 
grow through the outstanding WWW programs that your support makes possible. 

You and I have the power to inspire more youth, like Athena, while maintaining steady progress in restoring 
and conserving our wetlands and wildlife. Please give! Thanks to a $10,000 matching gift from the 
Wetlands Watch Leadership Circle, your year-end donation will be doubled. Your generosity transforms 
our environment and our community. Please make your year-end gift   today!	  

	  

	  

 
 

Lou Rose 
President, Board of Directors 
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