
Soroptimist is an international organization 

whose mission is to improve the lives of 

women and girls in local communities and 

throughout the world. The Capitola club’s 

signature fundraiser is “Bras for a Cause”. This 

is a live and silent auction event in which 

people in the community create fun art bras 

that are paired with other items in gift baskets 

and auctioned off. The proceeds go to 

WomenCare, an organization that gives health 

and resources to women with cancer, and 

Gemma, an organization that provides services 

and support to woman coming out of the Santa 

Cruz County jail system to help break the 

cycle.  

  

The presentation to the Soroptimists was lively and enthusiastic! The group kept the speakers on their 

toes with lots of questions. One member suggested doing a community service project with the 

Watsonville Wetlands Watch for their Saturday Service Day. There was also interest in participating 

in wetlands restoration, going on wetlands tours, and walking on the extensive trail system that 

surrounds the beautiful wetlands. 

 

Monica DaCosta, Vice President of the Capitola chapter, thought the presentation was professional 

and well organized. “The presentation received very positive feedback by club members” said 

Monica. “It attracted people from outside of the organization because of the topic. Attracting people 

outside of the group introduces them to the Soroptimists potentially bringing in new members.” 

  

“We really enjoyed the presentation on the wetlands project and appreciate finding out about what is 

going on in our community and about those who are working so hard to preserve this area and to 

restore it back to its natural habitat” added Gwyn Larsen, President of the Capitola chapter. 

  

“Meeting the Capitola Soroptimists was fun” said presenter Debbie Diersch. “The Watch and 

Soroptimists have a lot in common in that both organizations place a high value on supporting 

educational programs for the local community.” 

  

For more information on the Soroptimists visit their website at www.best4women.org or contact 

Monica DaCosta at monicamoon1@juno.com or 831-234-6227.  

  

If your group would like a presentation by the Watsonville Wetlands Watch please contact Lou Rose 

at ramblingroses@yahoo.com. 
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